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and other victims of religious persecution. 
While their record has not been perfect, the 
Kurds appear to be more tolerant of diversity 
of thought and belief than many of their neigh-
bors. 

But aid alone is not the solution. The U.S. 
has already spent $2.4 billion on the Syria hu-
manitarian crisis that rages on. 

We need shrewd power—a strategy for ac-
tion that is in touch with reality on the ground. 
A strategy born of thinking ahead and pre-
paring in advance for contingencies so that we 
are not playing catch-up while the enemy 
rapes, pillages, kidnaps, massacres—and 
amasses wealth and weapons. 

The reality for religious minorities is that 
their very lives are at risk as long as ISIS con-
trols territory and continues to gather strength 
on the ground, drawing funds and fighters 
from around the globe. 

As Pope Francis has noted with regard to 
this crisis, ‘‘where there is unjust aggression 
. . . it is licit to stop the unjust aggressor.’’ 

This may indeed require the use of force, 
but it also requires using other means at our 
disposal. I have called for the establishment of 
a Syrian War Crimes Tribunal, and introduced 
H. Con. Res. 51 to hold all sides accountable 
for the heinous atrocities they have committed. 

H. Con. Res. 51, introduced last September, 
calls for the creation of an international tri-
bunal that would be more flexible and more ef-
ficient than the International Criminal Court to 
ensure accountability for human rights viola-
tions committed by all sides. 

With a Herculean diplomatic push by the 
United States and other interested nations, 
past success in creating war crimes courts 
can indeed be prologue. Such a tribunal would 
also draw upon past experience, creating a 
justice mechanism robust enough to right the 
most egregious wrongs, yet nimble enough 
not to derail chances for peace due to rigidity. 

The Foreign Affairs Committee approved H. 
Con. Res. 51 on April 30, and I hope this 
measure will come before the House for a 
vote at the earliest possible time. 

As ISIS does not respect borders, commit-
ting atrocities in both Iraq and Syria, the juris-
diction of such a tribunal could and should be 
expanded to hold ISIS accountable for its evil 
acts on either side of the border. 

Today the Black Flag of ISIS flies over vast 
swaths of northern Iraq and even cities such 
as Fallujah, which we had won at such great 
cost. Indeed, ISIS says that they intend to see 
the Black Flag fly over the White House. 
Where the Black Flag flies, there is death and 
misery. 
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IN APPRECIATION OF COLONEL 
PATRICK T. ‘‘SMACK’’ MCKENZIE 

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 11, 2014 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and pay tribute to Colonel Patrick T. 
‘‘Smack’’ McKenzie, on the occasion of his re-
tirement from the United States Air Force after 
26 years of service. 

I have had the pleasure of working with 
Smack on a number of occasions during his 
tenure in the Air Force House Liaison Office. 
I greatly appreciate and admire his profes-

sionalism, knowledge, and dedication, which 
has benefited me, and numerous other Mem-
bers and staff. 

Colonel McKenzie has given a great deal to 
this Nation through his distinguished and self-
less service. He began his Air Force career as 
an ROTC Cadet and a ‘‘Jayhawk’’ at the Uni-
versity of Kansas—an allegiance he maintains 
to this day, as evidenced by the Jayhawk lan-
yard you will always see around his neck. 
Upon graduating in May 1988, he was com-
petitively selected for pilot training at Reese 
AFB, Texas. He was the envy of Class 90–06, 
not only because of his perfectly restored red 
1965 Pontiac GTO affectionately known as 
‘‘The Goat’’, but also because as one of the 
top graduates, he was awarded the only F–16 
training slot for the class. He was assigned to 
the 70th Fighter Squadron at Moody AFB, 
where he was certified as combat-ready and 
qualified for air-to-surface, air-to-air, and nu-
clear missions. He quickly caught the eye of 
his leadership, and was handpicked as one of 
only 15 squadron pilots qualified to operate 
the new LANTIRN system (Low Altitude Navi-
gation and Targeting Infrared for Night). He 
also caught the eye of his future wife, Jen-
nifer, and they have been married now for 21 
years. Col. McKenzie’s skill as a fighter pilot 
was quickly recognized during his first deploy-
ment, patrolling the skies over Iraq for Oper-
ation Southern Watch. His leadership ability 
earned him a Regular commission and selec-
tion for Squadron Officer School, where he 
was a Distinguished Graduate. 

Capt. McKenzie was then assigned to the 
51st Operations Support Squadron at Osan 
Air Base in the Republic of Korea. He contin-
ued to impress as a Wing Plans Officer, main-
taining critical operational plans for wartime 
taskings. He again rose above his peers as a 
pilot, winning the 51st Fighter Wing’s Low 
Angle Strafe Top Gun award and selection as 
the Chief of Standardization and Evaluation for 
the 51st Operations Group—a position re-
served for the Group’s most skilled and trust-
ed pilot. In this position, he was responsible 
for assessments and maintaining operational 
standards not only in his F–16 squadron, but 
also in the HH–60 rescue flight, and a C–12 
flight, a job essential to deliver wartime capa-
bility. He so impressed his leadership, that 
even as a Captain he was identified as a ‘‘fu-
ture squadron commander’’ and was selected 
for USAF Weapons School, the premier ad-
vanced weapons and tactics school for our Air 
Force Pilots. While there, he was praised for 
his research on F–16 Night Close Air Support 
and Targeting Aids, advancing our operational 
capabilities in this critical capacity. Captain 
McKenzie’s training was put to immediate use 
with his assignment to the 510th Fighter 
Squadron at Aviano Air Base, Italy. He flew 
dozens of combat sorties during Operations 
Southern Watch, Decisive Edge, and Delib-
erate Guard, enforcing no-fly zones over Iraq 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina. He was also a Mis-
sion Commander for more than six large force 
packages in NATO’s Operation Allied Force in 
Kosovo, for which he garnered praise for his 
skills, leadership, mission execution, and most 
importantly ensuring zero combat losses. 

Additionally, Smack was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross for extraordinary 
achievement, planning the first NATO strike of 
Operation Allied Force to cross the Kosovo/ 
Serbian border, defeating surface to air mis-
siles, and executing the first-ever F–16 night 

attack utilizing Night Vision Goggles and the 
LANTIRN system to destroy an ammunition 
storage facility. As a Flight Commander, 
Weapons Officer, and Instructor Pilot he was 
recognized by his superiors as an ‘‘exceptional 
leader with unlimited potential’’, the ‘‘#1 Cap-
tain in the Group’’, the ‘‘Wing’s top flight com-
mander’’, and the USAFE Fighter Pilot of the 
Year. Smack was sent to Air Command and 
Staff College, where his tremendous leader-
ship and team building skills led his peers to 
recognize him as the ‘‘Outstanding Team 
Member’’ for his class. Following school, he 
became the Assignments Officer for nearly 
1,500 Air Force F–16 pilots, single-handedly 
managing the Air Force’s largest group of pi-
lots and maintaining 100 percent manning 
level despite historic shortages just after the 
terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001. 

Lt. Col. McKenzie then moved to Luke AFB 
for a short period as the 56th Operations Sup-
port Squadron Operations Officer before being 
entrusted with his first command—the 310th 
Fighter Squadron ‘‘Top Hats’’—the largest 
fighter squadron at Luke, responsible for the 
only formal Forward Air Controller-Airborne 
course, which has been a vital capability in the 
War on Terror. He was heralded as the ‘‘top 
warrior and leader of 618 officers’’ and led his 
unit to the 56th Operations Group ‘‘Top 
Squadron’’ award. Following this highly suc-
cessful command, Lt. Col. McKenzie attended 
National War College at Fort McNair and re-
ceived a Master of Science in National Secu-
rity Strategy. He then went to U.S. Joint 
Forces Command in Norfolk, VA where he 
provided readiness analysis on current oper-
ations, and was a liaison with the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense, the Government Ac-
countability Office, and the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff on all readiness related issues. He pro-
vided critical data and assessments for the 
planning of Operation Enduring Freedom 
which were influential in leadership decisions. 
Col. McKenzie then Commanded the 455th 
Expeditionary Operations Group at Bagram Air 
Base, Afghanistan. There he profoundly im-
pacted the Global War on Terror, directing air 
operations and leading over 830 troops to 
execute over 24,000 missions, dropping 1.1 
million pounds of ordnance, and delivering 
37,000 tons of cargo—the busiest operation in 
the CENTCOM area of responsibility. Fol-
lowing this tremendous performance, Col. 
McKenzie was challenged with a new role as 
the SECAF’s legislative liaison to Congress for 
all USAF air and space weapon systems, en-
suring the Air Force message and priorities 
were consistently and convincingly articulated 
to directly ensure the full authorization of their 
$120 billion budget. Smack was then sent 
back to Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea to 
command the 51st Fighter Wing ‘‘Mustangs’’ 
where he previously spent time as a Captain. 
He was the Joint installation commander for 
over 10,200 personnel, executing the Combat 
Air Force’s largest and most highly-utilized A– 
10 and F–16 operation in a tense location, just 
6 minutes flight time to North Korea. ‘‘A+’’, ‘‘in-
spiring’’, and ‘‘superb’’ were just a few words 
used to describe his tenure there. After his 
highly successful tour as a Wing Commander, 
the Air Force returned Smack to legislative li-
aison work by assigning him to one of the 
most demanding positions within the Air 
Force, his current job as the Chief of Air Force 
House Liaison. Since July 2013, Smack has 
advised the Secretary of the Air Force, Chief 
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of Staff of the Air Force, the Director of Legis-
lative Liaison, and numerous other senior mili-
tary and civilian leaders on issues of the 
greatest concern to the Air Force and Con-
gress. He has been more than a liaison be-
tween the Pentagon and the Hill, he devel-
oped and improved key relationships to enable 
the Congress to make better decisions about 
the future of the Air Force and our national de-
fense. He is extremely intelligent and articu-
late, and has helped shape my thinking and 
influenced many Members of Congress. Sim-
ply put, we trust him and will miss him! 

Col. McKenzie is a command pilot with over 
3,200 flying hours and 630 combat hours in 
the F–16. He is the recipient of numerous 
major medals and decorations for his service 
and accomplishments. The most significant of 
these include the Defense Superior Service 
medal, Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Bronze Star, and Meritorious Service 
medal. 

Throughout his distinguished career he has 
represented our country and the Air Force with 
dignity and honor, and this is why I’m so privi-
leged to pay tribute to this fine Airman. Mr. 
Speaker, on behalf of the Congress and the 
United States of America, I thank Colonel Pat-
rick T. ‘‘Smack’’ McKenzie, his wife Jennifer, 
and their daughter Ashley, for their service 
and sacrifices of the past 26 years. I wish 
them Godspeed, and continued happiness as 
they start this new chapter in their lives. 

f 

TOM NEUMANN 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 11, 2014 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor my close friend Tom Neumann, a 
thoughtful, dedicated and respected leader 
who served as an example for all those who 
wish to make a meaningful, positive change in 
our world. Sadly, Tom passed away this week, 
on September 9, at the age of 69. I extend my 
deepest condolences to his wife, Agnes, and 
his entire family. 

For more than 30 years, Tom served to help 
end anti-Semitism, to safeguard democratic 
principles and to build understanding and sup-
port for Israel. He previously served as the 
Anti-Defamation League’s (ADL) Southwest 
Regional Director, ADL’s National Director of 
Community Services and its National Director 
of the Intergroup Relations Division. At ADL, 
Tom worked to build friendships and working 
relationships between Christian and Jewish 
clergy under the Christian-Jewish Committee 
for Israel. It was during this time that I traveled 
to Israel with Tom and when I observed first- 
hand about the challenges that Israel faces 
each day and why America must always stand 
with this ally. 

Tom later joined B’nai B’rith International as 
Executive Vice President where he created a 
presence for the organization in the USSR 
and Eastern Europe, an important feat and the 
first to happen since World War II. In 1991, he 
served as the Executive Director of the Jewish 
Institute for National Security Affairs (JINSA), 
where he worked until his retirement in 2012. 
As Executive Director, Tom helped establish 
JINSA as a prominent voice for U.S. national 
security ties as well as U.S.-Israel security 

ties. Through his leadership, he helped JINSA 
grow its membership to over 20,000 individ-
uals. His writings on the U.S.-Israel bilateral 
relationship were published in outlets across 
the world. For his work, he was recognized as 
the ‘‘6th Most Influential Jewish Leader’’ by 
The Forward in 1999. Locally, Tom founded 
The Houston Center for International Affairs, a 
business form that focused on international 
and economic issues, created the Christian/ 
Jewish Committee for Israel, a coalition of 
inter-denominational clergy who support 
Israel), and Texas 1990, a dinner discussion 
group of religious, business and community 
leaders. 

Tom was someone who believed that ‘‘peo-
ple, even more than causes and things, have 
to be restored, renewed and reclaimed.’’ To 
those he worked with, he was a friend and 
mentor. Always kind, always sincere, always 
focused. To our entire community in Houston, 
he will be greatly missed. My deepest sym-
pathies to the entire Neumann family. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 11, 2014 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to submit an explanation for my ab-
sence during legislative business on the 
evening of Monday, September 8 and Tues-
day, September 9. On these two days, I was 
in my district hosting the United States Sec-
retary of Education Arne Duncan and Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Ju-
lian Castro during their visit to the 7th Con-
gressional District of Alabama. I hosted Sec-
retary Duncan for a stop in Birmingham on his 
5th Annual Back-to-School Bus Tour. We met 
with community leaders, educators, parents, 
and other education advocates in Alabama to 
showcase reforms and investments the De-
partment has made in Birmingham and across 
the State of Alabama. Secretary Castro joined 
me on his first visit to the 7th District since 
being sworn in as the HUD Secretary. During 
their visit, the cabinet secretaries and I partici-
pated in a ‘‘My Brother’s Keeper’’ panel dis-
cussion at Phillips Academy which was at-
tended by community leaders, educators, and 
many bright young students from throughout 
Birmingham. 

Considered and passed by the House dur-
ing my absence was H. Res. 644, a resolution 
condemning President Obama for the ex-
change of five Guantanamo Bay prisoners for 
the release of Sergeant Bowe Bergdahl. I 
would like to state for the record that I sup-
ported President Obama’s decision to act 
swiftly and exercise his constitutional responsi-
bility as Commander-in-Chief to protect the 
lives of U.S. service members. Furthermore, I 
agree with the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who 
unanimously supported the exchange, along 
with Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel. The 
United States has a sacred obligation when 
sending our service men and women onto the 
field of battle with the assurance that we will 
honor their sacrifice by leaving no one behind. 
Army General Martin Dempsey, Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs, said the swap was ‘‘likely our 
last, best opportunity’’ to free Sergeant 
Bergdahl. 

The timing of this condemnation was also 
particularly poor. The debate and vote coin-
cided with a meeting in which the President 
discussed his strategy to confront ISIS with 
House and Senate leaders at the White House 
and a day before his address to the nation. At 
a time when the President needs Congres-
sional support in rallying international support 
to combat the rising threat of Islamic State 
militants in Iraq and Syria, I believe the timing 
of this vote was counter to our national inter-
ests. I am disappointed that House Repub-
licans chose such inappropriate timing to con-
duct their political gamesmanship. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
OFFICER ROBERT BUENDIA 

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 11, 2014 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Officer Robert Buendia of the Bothell 
Police Department. Officer Buendia was re-
cently awarded the prestigious 2014 Crisis 
Intervention Team Officer of the Year Award, 
which recognizes outstanding work by police 
officers in the safe and effective use of crisis 
intervention techniques in response to mental 
health crises. 

Officer Buendia received this award in part 
because of his quick and skilled response to 
a situation involving a suicidal woman. This 
woman was a recent victim of sexual assault 
who became upset after learning that the court 
case against her attacker did not have suffi-
cient evidence for prosecution. When this 
woman threatened to end her own life, Officer 
Buendia used his training, intelligence and 
quick thinking to defuse this potentially tragic 
situation. He was able to open a dialogue with 
the woman, and was eventually able to con-
vince her to come out of her apartment. 

The outstanding actions of Officer Buendia 
are emblematic of the heroism that the mem-
bers of the Bothell Police Department, and all 
our first responders in the 1st Congressional 
District, exhibit every day while serving our 
communities. I am incredibly thankful for the 
dedication of these public servants. 

I want to thank Officer Robert Buendia for 
his commitment to serving the people of 
Bothell, and offer my congratulations on this 
recognition of his work. 

f 

DR. ISRAEL ZOBERMAN 

HON. E. SCOTT RIGELL 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 11, 2014 

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, I have just re-
turned from an extraordinary experience in 
July, 2014 in Israel, the land I first came to in 
1949 at the tender age of three and a half, al-
ready a refugee, from post-World War II Eu-
rope. Yet nothing could have prepared me for 
the surrealistic reality of approaching rockets 
and wailing sirens, a frightful scenario that 
Israeli citizens of all ages in its south have 
had to contend with for fourteen long years, 
with only fifteen seconds to find protective 
shelter. I will long remember being awakened 
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